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Sir: 



RESPONSE TO EXAMINER'S ANSWER 



The Examiner has raised the issue of disclosure of the inventive concept in the 
application on appeal (Answer, page 7). Actually, there is a complete description of the 
inventive concept. We refer the Board to page 3, lines 15-25 of the application, where 
the novel feature is characterized in much the same manner as is it recited in the claims. 
A detailed description of this feature is contained in the passage beginning on page 6, line 
22, which describes both a left/right shifter 32 that is used for alignment of the two man- 
tissas involved in an addition or subtraction operation and a shifter 30, which is a novel 
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element in the circuit. Lines 19-27 describe the shifting operation of these circuit ele- 
ments prior to an addition. On page 7, lines 1-11 the application describes the shifting 
operation prior to a subtraction. It is quite clear that, prior to a subtraction, both mantis- 
sas are positioned one bit to the left of their positions prior to an addition, as stated in the 
paragraph on lines 12-15. 

We do not disagree with the Examiner's description of the Lynch reference. We 
do, however, emphatically disagree with his conclusion that its operation is the same as 
that performed by applicant's invention. It appears that the Examiner is confusing align- 
ment of the mantissas prior to an addition or subtraction with the subsequent normaliz- 
ing, which is performed after such an operation to cope with overflow (addition) and un- 
derflow (subtraction). In Lynch the alignment prior to addition or subtraction is the 
same for subtraction as it is for an addition. There is no disclosure or suggestion that it 
would be different.. 
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